
Wildfire Safety, Preparedness and 
Fire-Wise Landscape Design

Sept. 7, 2022

https://fire.lacounty.gov/








CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE

• If you hear from additional residents regarding non-renewal 
notices, or excessive rate increases, please have them 
submit a Requests for Assistance so that we may look into 
it for them:

https://cdiapps.insurance.ca.gov/CP/login/

https://cdiapps.insurance.ca.gov/CP/login/




ASSISTANT CHIEF 
DREW SMITH
LACoFD DIVISION VII



BATTALION 5 JURISDICTION
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http://fire.lacounty.gov/rsg/


CREATE AND MAINTAIN DEFENSIBLE SPACE 
HARDEN YOUR HOME AGAINST FLYING EMBERS
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Limited woody plant material, high moisture 
content, adequate spacing and inorganic 
mulch throughout Zone 1 
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PREPARE YOUR FAMILY AND HOME 
AHEAD OF TIME FOR THE 

POSSIBILITY OF EVACUATION 
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SCE Wildfire Safety
SCE Medical

Baseline
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NWS LOS ANGELES

PSPS

https://ready.lacounty.gov/
https://www.sce.com/wildfire
https://animalcare.lacounty.gov/emergency-response/
https://www.weather.gov/lox/
https://www.weather.gov/lox/
https://fire.lacounty.gov/


TAKE THE EVACUATION STEPS NECESSARY 
TO GIVE YOUR FAMILY THE BEST 

CHANCE OF SURVIVING A WILDFIRE
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To learn more about emergency 
mass notification communication 
tools available to residents and 
businesses in Los Angeles County

ready.lacounty.gov/
emergency-notifications

VISIT:
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Facebook.com/LACoFD
Facebook.com/lacountyfire7 

@lacountyfd
@lacofd_div7

@LACoFDPIO
@LACoFD_DivVII

Account in progress…
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SIGN UP FOR ALERTS: FOLLOW ON TWITTER: MORE INFORMATION:

ALERT LA COUNTY LACoFD PIO KNX 1070

PulsePoint App LACoFD Division VII Local Public Access channels

LASD Lost Hills Station NOAA Weather Radios

CHP West Valley

Ready LA County

LA County DACC

Your City

Follow – LA County FD (Division 7)
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Questions, concerns or need more info?
Please contact:

Megan Currier
Community Services Liaison
LACoFD – Division VII
(310) 456-7923



Preparing for Wildfire 
(and Drought!)
Home Hardening and Fire-
wise Landscaping Programs

Clark  Stevens ,  Arch i te c t  – Execut ive  Of f i cer

Resour ce  Conserva t i on  D i s t r i c t  o f  the  Santa  Mon i ca  
Mounta in s

Drought Discussion- Las Virgenes Municipal Water District
September 7, 2022



Resource Conservation District of 
the Santa Monica Mountains

Special District of the State of CA

Promote land stewardship and resource 
conservation

Current services and projects:

Eco log ica l  Restorat ion Des ign and Management

Bio log ica l  inventor ies for  Susta inable Development

Eco log ica l ly-based P lann ing and Des ign

Env ironmenta l  educat ion

Community res i l ience and sustainable land-use

www.rcdsmm.org

Consider supporting the RCD with a tax-deductible donation. 
Thank you!

http://www.rcdsmm.org/
https://www.rcdsmm.org/donate/




How Does A House Catch Fire?



FREE Programs 
by the RCDSMM

Wildfire Home Ignition Zone Evaluation
Defensible Space Landscape Consultation
Wildfire Preparedness Training
Chipping and Composted Mulch Assistance
Post-fire Native Vegetation Restoration
www.defensiblespace.org

http://www.defensiblespace.org/


Home 
Hardening
Start with the home



Cost vs Priority



Maintenance + Yard Work 
(Left) Gutters f i l led with leaf  debris,  
no gutter-guards.

(Right) Gutter equipped with a leaf  
guard.



Wildfire Home 
Evaluations

A home evaluat ion is a 45-min review of the vulnerabi l i ty 
of the house and the landscape to wi ldf ire and ember-
ignit ion. 

Dur ing this assessment, a tra ined evaluator wi l l:

• rev iew de fens ib le  space  and  home harden ing p r inc ip les

• make spec i f i c  recommendat ions  fo r  the  p roperty

• d iscuss  sus ta inab le  f i r e -w ise landscape w i th  CA nat ive  p lan ts .

Par t ic ipants wi l l  receive a detailed evaluation report
ident i fy ing 5 top pr ior it ies.

REGISTER AT https://www.rcdsmm.org/what-we-do/home-ignition-
zone-evaluations/

https://www.rcdsmm.org/what-we-do/home-ignition-zone-evaluations/


Landscape
Building water-wise and defensible space



Ember Resistant Zone (0-5 feet)



Home Protection Zone (5-30 or 50 feet Depending on Slope)



Reduced Fuel / Thinning Zone (30/50- 100 feet)



Ember Resistant Zone (0-5 feet)
(Right) Good use of  the walkway to 

create an ember-resistant zone.  

(Left) Dense woody vegetat ion touching 

and cl imbing on the structure.



Fire-wise Landscaping

(Lef t ) Dens e  vegetat io n  and f ue l  l adders  
between euca lyptus  t rees  and la rge  s hrubs .  
To o  much dens i ty  fo r  Zo ne  2 . .

(R ight)  Us e o f  

grave l s  and 

sto nes .  Wel l  

s paced,  lo w  

gro wing  and lo w  

mass  vegeta io n.  

N o  o rganic  

mulch.  N o  dr y  

c lusters  o r  f ue l  

l adder ing .



Maintenance and Spacing
(Left)Pine Tree dropping needles on shrub.  (Right) Tree and shrubs are well spaced. Tree is “limbed-up” and 

has no low branches.



Using Hardscaping- a Zone 0 lesson from the Woolsey Fire



Community Chipping and 
Composted Mulch Program

This program aims at reducing wildf ire r isk by removing 
hazardous vegetat ion and improving habitat quality by 
using a mulch /compost mix in landscaping.

• FREE ch ipping serv ices  

• Par t i c ipants  a re  respons ib le  fo r  p repar ing ch ipp ing p i l es

• Resu l t ing  mu lch le f t  on  s i t e  to  be  mixed wi th  Grade A 
compost f rom the  Las  V i rgenes Mun ic ipa l  Water  D is t r i c t

• Compost  i s  FREE f o r  p rogram par t i c ipants

Assistance available for compost del ivery for 
par t ic ipants unable to pick-up compost.

REGISTER AT https://www.rcdsmm.org/what-we-do/community-chipping-program/

https://www.rcdsmm.org/what-we-do/community-chipping-program/


A defensible space consultation is a 1.5-hour f ire-
wise landscaping consultation performed by a 
qual i f ied landscape professional. 

During this consultation, the homeowner wi l l  receive:

• a review of  defensible  space concepts and the benef i ts  
of  p lant ing Cal i fornia nat ive p lants to  suppor t  
b iod ivers i ty  and reduce outdoor  water  use  as  appropr ia te 
in  each of  the  f i re  zones

• a pr in ted plant l i st generated by  the  Ca lscape on l ine 
Garden P lanner  spec i f i c  to  the  locat ion

• a s imple,  s i te-spec i f ic  design p lan in tegrat ing susta inable 
de fens ib le  space gu ide l ines about  p lant  locat ions and 
spac ing in  se lected areas  of  the s i te .

REGISTER AT 
https://rcdsmm.formstack.com/forms/defensible_space_landscape_consultation

Follow-Up Defensible Space 
Landscape Consultations

https://rcdsmm.formstack.com/forms/defensible_space_landscape_consultation


www.defensiblespace.org

http://www.defensiblespace.org/




THANK YOU
Pauline Allen- Community 
Resil ience Specialist

pal len@rcdsmm.org

Clark Stevens-Executive 
Off icer

cstevens@rcdsmm.org

Resource Conservation 
Distr ict of the Santa Monica 
Mountains

For more information, explore at www.defensiblespace.org

mailto:pallen@rcdsmm.org
mailto:cstevens@rcdsmm.org


Resources
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District: www.lvmwd.com

Reclaim Water Fill Stations: www.lvmwd.com/rwfillstation

Free Soil Compost: www.lvmwd.com/community-compost

Assemblymember Jacqui Irwin: https://a44.asmdc.org

Insurance Request for Assistance: https://cdiapps.insurance.ca.gov/CP/login/

Cal Fire Safe Council Info: https://cafiresafecouncil.org

LA County Fire: https://fire.lacounty.gov/

Emergency Alerts: https://ready.lacounty.gov/emergency-notifications

Resource Conservation District: https://rcdsmm.org

Defensible Space Info: www.defensiblespace.org

Wildfire Home Evaluations: www.rcdsmm.org/what-we-do/home-ignition-zone-evaluations

Chipping Program: www.rcdsmm.org/what-we-do/community-chipping-program

Fire-Wise Landscape Design Consultation: https://rcdsmm.formstack.com/forms/defensible_space_landscape_consultation

http://www.lvmwd.com/
http://www.lvmwd.com/rwfillstation
http://www.lvmwd.com/community-compost
https://a44.asmdc.org/
https://cdiapps.insurance.ca.gov/CP/login/
https://cafiresafecouncil.org/
https://fire.lacounty.gov/
https://ready.lacounty.gov/emergency-notifications
http://rcdsmm.org/
http://www.defensiblespace.org/
http://www.rcdsmm.org/what-we-do/home-ignition-zone-evaluations
http://www.rcdsmm.org/what-we-do/community-chipping-program
https://rcdsmm.formstack.com/forms/defensible_space_landscape_consultation
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